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Committee Report 


Rep. Schwinden moved that H.B. 179 do pass, seconded by Rep. Eskildsen, 
and the motion carried. 


Rep. Babcock moved that H.B. 223 do not pass, seconded by Rep. Schwinden, 
andthe motion carried. 


The Chairman suggested that House Bills 247, 248, 249 and 250 be put in 
sub-committee and sppointed the following: Woodring, Eskildsen and Broeder. 


Rep. Reeder moved that H.B. 493 do not pass, seconded by Rep. Nichols and 
the motion carried. 


Rep. Leuthold moved that H.B. 346 do pass, seconded by Rep. Woodring, and 
themotion carried. 


After a brief discussion of H.B. 479, Rep. Babcock moved that it do pass, 
seconded by Rep. Woodring. In looking over the bill further, they decided 
the 1958 was not a typing error and Rep. Babcock asked to rescind his motion 
and Rep, Woodring withdrew his second to the motion. The committee decided 
this bill would need further study. 


The meeting adjourned at 3:30 P.M. 
Chairman 


JAMES WOOD, JR. 
HT 


February 9, 1959 


A meeting of the Highways and Highway Transportation Cotmittee was held 
at 3/50 P.M. with a quorum present and Chairman Wood presiding. 


H.B. 228 was discussed by different groups. George Johnson, Cutbank, 

_ representing truck owners and operators, said that his group favored the 
highway use tax instead of a straight GVW tax. He felt it was unfair to charge 
the same tax to those using the highways very little as the trucks that used the 
highways for great distances. 


Rep. Tim Babcock spoke as an opponent to the bill. He said they had 
defeated this bill or one very similar to it for the last 4 sessions. He 
said any increase the truckers charged would have to be allowed by the MRC 
and if their rates increased too much, the railroads got all their business, | 
He pointed out, also, that if the taxes went too high, truckers would just by- 
pass thé state of M,ntana and take a great deal of money away from the highways. 
The rates under H.B. 228 would increase his taxes and licenses up 60% which he 
thought was a very unreasonable increase. He thought enforcing a law such as 
this would be very costly and not very well enforced. 


Chairman Wood pointed out that this bill had had a great deal of study, 
The first bill had set up a speaial motor vehicle department but this bill gives 
all the power to the highway commission. Logging trucks were exempt from the 
weight distance tax, farm trucks were moved to 28,000 lbs. He said thet Montana 
can't support a trucking industry that doesn't pay its own way. He said it 
wasn't figured as a revenue measure, but as an equaltiy measure--under the 
present laws the low mileage trucker is hurt. 


Rep. Babcock pointed out that the state would lose reciprocity with the 
surrounding states and Chairman Wood agreed that there was no reciprocity in 
this bill. 


Senator Michels appeared in support of H.B. 228. Rep. Broeder pointed 
out that Oregon has over 300 patrolmen to enforce their weight-distance law. 
Sen. Michels agreed they had 399 patrolmen but that they also enforced the . 
fish and game laws of the state also. The highway department had told him 

they would be ready and willing to enforce this bill if it went into effect, 

and would not have nearly as much trouble to enforce this bill as they do the 

GVW bill. To Rep. Nichols question as to what states have the weight-distance 
law, Sen. Michels answered Idaho, Colorado and Oregon. 


Mr. Johnson said they would be opposed to any increase in the GVW also. 
He represented mostly truckers in the 011 fields that operated mostly in the 
oil fields and not on the highways. The visitors were then excused, 


As many on the committee were absent, it was agreed that no action woure: 
be taken on the bill today. 


Rep. Broeder reported on H.B. 254 and moved to amend it as the committee 
report indicates, seconded by Rep. Babcock and the motion carried. Rep. Broeder 
then moved that H.B. 254 do pass as amended, seconded by Rep/ Haveock and the 
motion carried. 


Rep. Broeder then moved that H.B. 247 do pass, seconded by Rep. Haines, 
and. the mot ton Cane rets 


Rep. i eeien moved that. H. Be 8 do pass, seconded by Rep.’ ‘Babcock, aaa ote 
‘the motion carried. 


February 11, 1959 


A estine of the Highways and Highway Transportation Committee was held at 
eu te P, M. with a quorum present and Chairman Wood presiding. 


So8 catter ‘a “brief. discussion of H.B. 404, Rep. Nichols moved that it do not 
Paes ‘seconded by pee Babeock, and the motion carried. 


Rep\ :. Babcock moved. the- bill be amended’ to include that ‘power ‘to the Board of ' ie 
Equalization. and as. ‘amended , ‘do. pass, seconded. by. Rede: eae and the motion 


. Broeder: yea to amend H. B. 247 as o the commutes oe eecesmncd by - 
Beh. Moudree, ‘and the motion carried. Rep. Broeder then moved as amended , the 
bill do pass, seconded’ by Rep. Mougree, and : ‘the motion gerrieds: 


Reps ‘Broeder moved to. ainend H.B. 248 by ponrecting: ce: legal wording and as. 
amended . do! pease. ‘seconded by HEP ees and ne motion. earrteds 


Rep. . Broeder: moved to’ ‘amend H. B. “249° as fe ‘the committee. report. and as amended, 
op pases eeconeed: ie ‘Rep. tga hae) and the motion carried. 


‘The’ apeninente. on’, B. 247, 218 oa 249 were necessary “Aue ee. the fact. ‘the 
attorney: had’ used. the « pone legal sording. in scsi sections of the woes 


Chairman 3 


"JANES wooD, mR, 


.on Highways “and ‘Tranéportation ° was called 
1,:, Senator Bovey,’:in Room 407 of the Capitol 
é following ; femberswere present: Senators — 

iéssen, ’ Manning," ‘Nees, Mahoney >: MenoMans 


x lec “and | fexplainéd:, ‘the: purpose . for each of - 
* ne veapleined chee thee: are” soméwhat, of. coneenin bills . 
{11 sdeal with’ tz van 


ie seiven ine ogi ers are, | required to” 
‘uel ax and ‘have 'p wee ‘over * 00.00 ° ‘under ‘protest. 
rah 


Allowsand:the present 
nthe -public. high-": 


Pa : 


“pebruaty 21, 1959 


ittee’on Highwa yerandétecheportatdon.» was called - 
an, Senator, Bovey;':in” "Room 407 of the Capitol 


ie following: members” “were: present: . Senators 
Fs ; sx Andérson.- and case anle 


peel 


bandoning“of vehicles on highways- and: ‘are’ 
y.we : | 


ey * 


CHAPTERS 240-241 


Enacting 
ordinances not in 
conflict with 

state or federal 
law. 


Repealing clause. 


Effective 
immediately. 


Amending clause. 


State highway 
commission to 
adopt sign 
manual. 


Proviso— 
adoption of inter- 
state sign manual 
for use on 
controlled access 
highways. 


SESSION LAWS 


by any person in a willful or wanton disregard for the 
safety of persons or property within the incorporated 
limits of any city or town. 


14. Enacting as ordinances any and all provisions of 
this act and any and all other acts regulating traffic, 
pedestrians, vehicles and operators thereof, not in con- 
flict with state law or federal regulations and to enforce 
the same within their jurtsdiction.’’ 


Section 2. All acts and parts of acts in conflict here- 
with are hereby repealed. 


Section 3. This act shall be in full force and effect 
from and after its passage and approval. 


Approved Mareh 11, 1959. 


CHAPTER 241 


An Act to Amend Section 32-2188, of the Revised Codes 
of Montana, 1947, Relating to the Adoption of a Sign 
Manual! by the State Highway Commission; Providing 
the State Highway Commission Shall Adopt for Use 
on Controlled Access Highway, an Interstate Sign 
Manual. 


Beit enacted by the Legislative Assembly of the State of Montana: 


Section 1. That seetion 32-2133 of the Revised Codes 
of Montana, 1947, be, and the same is hereby amended 
to read as follows: 


“°32-2133. State highway commission to adopt sign 
manual. The state highway commission shall adopt a 
manual and specifications for a uniform system of traf- 
fic-control devices consistent with the provisions of this 
aet for use upon highways within the state. Such uni- 
form system shall correlate with and so far as possible 
conform to the system then current as approved by the 
American association of state highway officials, provided 
however, that the commission shall adopt for use on con- 
trolled access highways, the interstate sign manual as 
adopted by the American association of state highway of- 
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fictals, February 10, 1958, and epproved by the United 
States department of commerce, bureau of public roads, 
February 21, 1958, and all subsequent amendments re- 
lating thereto,.’’ 


Approved March 11, 1959. 


CHAPTER 242 


An Act Providing for the Appointment of Custodial Offi- 
cers to Assist the Warden in the Performance of His 
Duties in Superintending Prison Discipline and Prison 
Labor ; Providing for the Supervision and Control Over 
Such Employees by the Warden; Providing for Vari- 
ous Ranks Within Such Class of Employees; Providing 
for a Period of Probationary Service and Training in 
the Respective Ranks; Providing for the Suspension, 
Demotion and Discharge of Such Employees, and for an 
Appeal from Any Sueh Action to the Board of State 
Prison Commissioners; Repealing All Acts or Parts of 
Acts in Confliet Herewith; and Providing for the Ef- 
fective Date of the Act. 


Be il enacted by the Legistatire Assembly of the State of Montana: 


Section 1. Appointment of custodial officers. In the 
performance of his duties of superintending prison disci- 
pline and prison labor, the warden shall be assisted by a 
staff of custodial officers, to be composed of probationary 
correctional officers, correctional officers, lieutenants and 
captains. They shall be appointed by the warden, in such 
numbers as he may deem necessary, but subject to the ap- 
proval of the board of state prison commissioners as to the 
number appointed. 


Section 2. Qualifications and duties. All custodial 
officers must be citizens of the United States and a resi- 
dent of Montana for one year. Their duties, and the re- 
spective duties of the various ranks, shall be as outlined 
and defined in writing by the warden. They shall be 
under the general supervision and control of the warden 
at all times. 


Section 3. Probationary training. Every person ap- 
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